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Moral education and "mono no aware"

MIZUNO Yuji

This essay discusses Motoori Norinaga's concept of "mono no aware".
Norinaga is generally perceived as rejecting Confucianism and emphasizing
"mono no aware". However, Norinaga believed that humans are incapable
of comprehending kami. This means that humans are also incapable of
comprehending "mono no aware", a set of values established by kami In
other words, Norinaga not only rejected Confucian values, but also "mono no
aware" as well. He criticized humans - who possess only limited intellect - for

pretending to know the will of kami.

Xix



WSO R

Looking for an alternative narrative for Fukushima
- children, ‘education’ and local communities -

MAE Masanao

The purpose of this article is to reinterpret certain narratives produced
after the 2011 Tohoku Earthquake and to analyse the process of discursive
formation of ‘children’, ‘education’ and ‘local communities’ in them, according to
the social constructivist approach and from the ‘clinical’ in situ point of view.
This reinterpretation, comparing the discourses which have been formed both
inside and outside the damaged area to the inner reality, strives to draw the
future of child’s ‘education’ in Fukushima.

By examining different methods of analysing the process of verbalisation
of our inner life, especially the ‘clinical’ in situ method, - to find the way by
which someone manages to obtain her/his own language and to face others’
narratives -, we studied the problems posed by the certain discourses which
have been formed inside and outside the damaged area regarding children’s ‘care’

and ‘education’. This article includes three narratives from children at the end.

XX



WHe R

The First Reception of Chinese Characters in
Europe

SEKIZAWA Izumi

According to the traditional Aristotelian schema on linguistic signs,
presented at the very beginning of De interpretatione, the written language is
a sign of the spoken language, but not (directly) a sign of what is in our mind,
neither of reality. In other words, the written language does not ever function
without the mediation of the spoken language and each written character can
function as a sign only by the virtue of the fact that it represents a sound.

Roger Bacon, one of the most brilliant semiologists of the thirteenth century,
relying on the Itinerarium written by William of Rubruck, developed an
interesting description of Chinese characters: a single Chinese character,
composed by different parts (literae), represents one word (dictio). This
interpretation of Chinese characters is somewhat similar to the modern one
which considers Chinese characters as logogram.

The Coimbra Commentaries - published around the turn of the sixteenth
century, and one of the philosophical fruits of “the age of discovery” -, however,
categorised Chinese characters as hieroglyphic script, together with the
Egyptian hieroglyphs. According to a counter argument which appeares in the
Commentaries, this type of script directly represents a thing (res) without the
virtue of sounds. The authors do not admit its validity as a counter argument,
saying that such characters are not a script in the proper sense, but just a
kind of figure. Interestingly, however, they emphasised the similarity between
these characters and the mathematical symbols, which serve to improve our

science. This view predicts Leibnizian admiration of Chinese characters.

% A part of this work was supported by JSPS KAKENHI Grant Number 26370083.
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